
Junior Festivals Organiser report for GHA AGM.

At the end of what has been probably the most unprecedented season in my entire involvement in 
hockey (43 years), it seems strange to look back and realise that despite the wettest winter ever and 
the advent of the Coronavirus global pandemic we did actually play a lot of hockey! Most of the 
planned Festivals were played and the Gloucestershire rounds of the In2Hockey U10s and U12s were
completed even if the regional rounds were cancelled.

In the first half of the season 15 Festivals across U12 girls and boys, U10 girls and boys and U8s 
mixed were held. The maximum number of teams entering was 21 at an U12 girls Festival and on 2 
occasions the U12 girls required an extended booking at Cheltenham Ladies College to 
accommodate all the entries. Overall numbers of entries were up on the previous season which points
to a growing level of involvement in hockey in the area.

In the second half of the season there were a total of 7 Festivals across U12 girls and boys, U10 girls 
and boys and U8s mixed. Unfortunately the U10 girls and boys and U8s mixed on 9th February was 
cancelled due to storm Ciara and the U8s mixed scheduled for 22nd March was cancelled due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak. The maximum number of teams entering was 16 in 3 categories; U12 girls, 
U10 girls and U8 mixed Festivals.

Overall numbers of entries have been up on the previous season which points to a growing level of 
involvement in hockey in the area. This has led to a discussion with Liz Waltham of Cheltenham 
Junior HC over how to accommodate more U12 girls teams as several were turned away from the 
January Festival and then entries were limited in February. The concept would be to have additional 
events for this category next season in the most popular months with an “A team” festival running on 
the same day as the main festival, but at an alternative venue with a club specifically managing that 
event including entries. This has been put to the Clubs and from the initial responses it would seem 
that the larger Clubs are in favour whilst the smaller ones have concerns over the logistics of 2 
venues and not being able to use their stronger players to support their weaker and younger ones. A 
revised proposal will be developed and put back to the Clubs over the summer.

Across the Festivals the various Clubs have largely been complimentary about the organisation and 
expressed their thanks for our efforts. The Clubs have also stepped up once again to running the 
various sites which has been a great help. My thanks to Lisa Lundie for all the pitch bookings, Nick 
Parker for the U12 schedules and Angie Atherton for the U8 mixed schedules and for being there on 
the day to help run the events. Thanks also to the schools which have hosted us; Cheltenham Ladies 
College, Dean Close, Cheltenham College and Bournside.

The Gloucestershire rounds of the England Hockey U12 and U10 Clubs competition were held in 
March and despite the looming threat of Coronavirus only one team had to drop out at the last minute 
due to unavailability of players. The weather also was true to form and was wet and windy, but despite
this the events went according to plan even if some of us did feel as if we had spent the day inside a 
washing machine, particularly for the U12s.



In the U12 girls there were 13 entries which with an odd number of teams gave rise to some 
interesting challenges with scheduling. The final was also remarkable with the decision coming down 
to sudden death penalty flicks which seemed to go on forever, but in the end Cheltenham won 9 – 8 
over Cirencester. The winners and therefore county champions were Cheltenham, runners-up 
Cirencester.

In the U12 boys there were 9 entries which made the scheduling a lot easier with a single league and 
everyone playing each other. The winners and therefore county champions were Cheltenham with 
runners-up Wotton-U-Edge.

In the U10 girls there were 10 entries so with 2 pools the scheduling was the most straight forwards of
any of the events. There were no complication in the final unlike the U12s with a straight winner. The 
winners and therefore county champions were Cirencester, runners-up Cheltenham.

In the U10 boys there were 10 entries initially, but it was in this event that one team had to drop out. 
The resulting scheduling was a little challenging, but everyone was supportive and it worked fine. It 
was here though that the final was a repeat of the U12 girls with penalty flicks needed. However, this 
time sudden death was not required and it was decided by the first set of 5, with Cirencester beating 
Cheltenham 3 – 2. The winners and therefore county champions were Cirencester with runners-up 
Cheltenham.

The In2Hockey competition still going ahead against a backdrop of the looming Coronavirus 
pandemic was I believe a testament to the commitment of Dean Close school for allowing us to use 
their pitches, all the Clubs, parents, coaches, helpers and of course the children playing. My thanks to
everyone for making it a success and particularly the Clubs who came to my aid by providing 
volunteers to assist; Cheltenham, Lansdown, Cirencester and Wotton-U-Edge. It also highlighted one 
of the often forgotten roles on the pitch, that of goalkeepers. They are frequently overlooked and only 
come into focus when something like a penalty flick competition shines the spotlight on them. In both 
the shootouts at the end they were the heroes of the team whatever the outcome.

As I look forwards to next season it is against a backdrop of easing of the lockdown restrictions, but 
with great uncertainty of whether hockey will have a “normal” season in 2020 – 21. A preliminary 
schedule has been prepared and circulated; however everything depends on what the schools are 
going to do as we are entirely reliant on them for the facilities we use. The current approach therefore 
is to travel hopefully and respond flexibly as things develop.

Keep well and stay safe.

Ian Harvey
GHA Junior Festivals organiser
5th June 2020


